
Reflection for the 33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time

A couple of years ago I was on a retreat and the Retreat Master was a Franciscan Monk, at the first talk 
that he gave he asked us if we had encountered God in all the seasons of life? He then explained that he was 
referring to seasons as different moments that we have in our lives and these moments of joy, peace, 
struggle, despair, and calm can happen at different times of our lives and are not just limited to our physical 
wellbeing. The seasons of our lives include our physical, emotional, and spiritual wellbeing. In the following
days of the retreat the talks by the Franciscan Monk expanded upon this idea of encountering God and others
in the different seasons of our lives.

At one of the talks our Retreat Master mentioned that he first started using the idea of the different 
seasons of a person’s life when he was working with couples who were planning to get married. He would 
ask the couple if they had known each other in the different seasons of their lives and if they could marry and
love each other in all the seasons of their lives. I found it interesting that the Retreat Master would bring up 
at this retreat how he worked with married couples and asked them if they could love each other in all the 
seasons of their lives, for everyone at the retreat was a Catholic Priest. But the point that the Retreat Master 
was making to the Priests at the retreat is in our different seasons of life we can be a bit different and are we 
able to love those who are closest to us no matter what season we are they are in. We can also take that 
thinking to our relationship with God and ask ourselves if we are comfortable with God in the way He relates
to us in all our seasons of life?

Our God is all loving and never changing but as we are in our different seasons of our lives our 
openness to God and the way we relate to Him can a does change. Yes, our God is constant and never 
wavers, but can that be said for us, in our different seasons of life are we constant and never wavering in our 
relationship with God? As humans we do tend to relate to others including God differently in times of joy 
compared to times of despair. Is it possible that in certain seasons of our lives we do not even relate to God, 
and we just shut Him out of our lives?

Over the years since this retreat, that I was blessed to attend, I have found myself reflecting on how our 
different seasons of life can prepare us of our final journey. Each one of the different seasons of our lives 
provides us with a chance to relate to God and others from a different perspective, and this experience can 
help us have a fuller and more complete relationship with God and others.  Our different seasons of life help 
us have a fuller and more complete relationship with God. For if we can walk with our Lord in joy and 
sorrow, then we are ready to walk with Him in this world and in the next.

Our Gospel reading this Sunday taken from the Gospel of Mark speaks of the end times and that our 
time in this world is limited. Jesus also mentions in today’s Gospel reading that “But of that day or hour, no 
one know, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” We as humans cannot prevent or 
predict the ending of this age, but if we are able to relate to God in our different seasons of life then we will 
be ready for the passing of this world and our journey from this world to the next. When we speak or write 
about the end times it is only natural for us as humans to become uncomfortable and worry about the future. 
But may we be able to trust in God and be able to look forward to tomorrow, be it in this world or in the 
next. For our Gospel reading this Sunday also reminds us that even though heaven and earth will pass away 
the word of God will not pass away.

In closing as people of faith who strive to walk with Christ in all our seasons of life, in our times of joy 
and our times of despair, may our readings this Sunday give us hope or at the very least firm resolve. For in 
the last two thousand years after Christ walked this earth like us in all things but sin, there have been 
countless times that people thought they knew the day and the hour of the end time, but they were wrong. As 
we are reminded in our readings today, we will not know the day nor the hour, but we can and should know 
that His words of salvation, love and forgiveness will live on, and so can we.


